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called themselves the Liberal Party. I am
not slinging off, but why change the name
at different periods? This Lahour Party
wus born in adversity. It was only becaunse
of the unjust eonditions prevailing that the
struggles of the carly pioneers of the Labour
movement made it possible for every man in
this Commonwealth to have a vote.

It was only through the sacrifices of the
men who fought for trade vnionism, and
were prepared to go to gaol for their rights,
that trade unionism has hecome such a force
in the public life of the Commonwealth to-
day, and the same remarks apply to the
political aspect of the Australian Lahour
Party. While we have made mistakes, and
we may be misvepresented by the daily
Press and some of our opponents, and at
times some of our leaders have left ns and
gone over to the enemy, the Lahour move-
ment has gone forward since its inception
in 1890. There must be some substance and
foundation jn it when it can withstand all
the onslaughts made on it from time to
time,

On motion by Hon. E.. Nulsen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.
SHIPPING, INTERSTATE.
A% to Tornage of Cargo from Eustern
States,

Mr, GRAHAM asked the Honorary Min-
ister for Supply and Shipping:

What is the tomnage of cargo which ar-
rived at Fremantle from other States—

(a) for the six months ended the 3lst
Maveh, 1947

(b} for the six months ended the 30th
June, 19481

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

For the memher’s information, the fol-
lowing figures were the tonnage for the
vear for Fremantle alone:—

Year ended the 31st Murch, 1047—

301,614 tons,

Year ended the 31st March, 1948—

401,384 tons.

Increase of 9,770 tons.

Notwithstanding strikes and hold-ups.

POLICE.

As to Transfer of Detective-Sergeant
R. Kendall.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter representing the Ainister for Police:

Wkat conclusion did Mr. H. D. Moseley,
P.M., arrive at in connection with his in-
quiry into the transfer of Detective-Ser-
geant R. Kendall from the C.I.B. to the
uniformed branch of the Police Force?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

That reasonahle grounds existed for the
transfer,

. NORTH-WEST.
As te Wharf Charges at Port Hedland, ¢fe.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for the
North-West:

(1) Is he aware that wharf charges at
Port Hedland have been inereased?

(2) Will he supply details of such in-
creases?

(3) Are any other northern ports simi-
larly affected?

(4} Will he accede to the request of ve-
sidents of the Port Hedland distriet for a
reduction of such charges?
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The ACTING PREMIER replied:

{1} Yes.

{2) Wharf charges at Port Hedland
have been brought into line with these ap-
plying at other outports eontrolled by the
Commissioner of Railways., The amended
scale of charges was published in  the
“Qovernment Gazette” on the 13th August,
1948,

(3) No.

{4} Such a request, if made, will be
considered.

WESTRALTAN HOTELS, LTD.

Ax to Position of Minister for Police.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

(1) Es it a faet that Hon. Hubert
Stanley Wyborn Parker, M.L.C., Minister
for Toliee, is a divector of Westralian
Hotels, Ltd.?

(2) Arc the police required to administer
the Licensing Aet?

(3) Is he owarc that members of the
public consider that the Minister should re-
linguish one of the positions mentioned in
question {1} ?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

{1} Yeu,

{2) The Livensing Act is adininistered by
the Attorney General and/or the Licensing
Beneh, '

(3) No. The only reference to the sub-
Jeet has been that of the present member
for Pilbara.

MILK.

s to Board's Action in Firing Price,

Mr., SHEARN
l.ands:

(1) Did the Milk Board in the last fixa-
tion of the price to be paid to the pro-
ducer do so in accordance with the provi-
siens of the Act?

{2) Did the Board inguire into the ecost
of distribution of milk, or did it simply
andopt the recommendations of the Royal
{omtpissioner in this regard¥

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.

(2) The recommendations of the Royal
Commissioner were zdopted by the board,

asked the Minister for

[ASSEMBLY.]

RAILWAYS,
ds to Late Running of Trains, Engine
Failures, etc.

Mr. BRADY asked
Railways;

the Minister for

(1) Is he aware that owing to engine
foilure the train service on the eastern
suburbs was dislocated on Wednesday after-
noon for several hours?

(2) Will he have an inquiry made into
the frequent late running of trains, engine
failures and general decline in railway ser-
viee in the netropolitan area?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. There were some delays to a few
eastern suburban trains due to damaged
switch points at Midland Junction, and a
temporary failure of the coal handling
plant at the East Perth locomotive depot.

(2) A departmental committee is at pre-
sent investigating the matter.

SWAN RIVER.

As to Deeluring Building Line, Causoway
to Guildford.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Tn view of the faet that there are
areas of high ground on the hanks of the
Swan River between the Causeway and
Guitdford which are hecoming increasingly
likely to be built on, will he give the result
of his inquirv into having a huilding line
declared along the rviver bank hetween the
Canseway and Guildford for the purpose
of reserving the area for future beautifica-
tion, and the possible construction of a
riverside road and park?

(2) If it is not practical for the Govern-
ment to dectare a building line, ean he sug-
gest aliernative means of achieving this
result?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Government has no power to de-
elnre g building line along the bank of the
Swan River between the Causeway and
Guildford for the purposes stated in the
question, but local governing authorities al-
ready bave power to make resumptions for
roads and reservations, while by-laws under
the Town Planning Act provide for certain
reservations in future subdivisions,

(2) Any comprehensive secheme would en-
tail legislation for the purpose.
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CEMENT WORKS.

As to Dust Nuisance at Rivervale.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Health :

(1) Has the Health Department made
any investigations to ascertain if the cement
works at Rivervale have token the steps
reeommended by the Health Department to
minimise or conirol the distribution of ce-
ment dust?

(2) If the answer to qguestion (1) is
‘“ves,” will he advise the resnlt of the in-
vestigations ?

(3) If the answer is “no,”” will he have
such an investigation made?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes,

{2) and (3) The investigation is pro-
ceeding.

HOUSING.

Ax to Two-unit Homes Erected at Middle
Swan.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) Does he agree with the statement of
the member for Middle Swan that “dozens
of two-unit families have been provided
with houses‘in the Middle Swan electorate”

(2) How many two-unit families have
been supplied with houses in the Middle
Swan electorate by the State Housing Com-
mission during the term of the present
Government 7

(3) If the statement of the member for
Middle Swan above referred to is correct,
what is the explanation for the dispropor-
tionate alloeation of two-unit dwellings
which the member’s statement has revealed?

The MINISTER FOR - LANDS re-
plied:

(1) No.

(2) 11.

{3) Answered by (1) and (2).

4s to Papers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Lands: Will he per-
mi{ me to peruse the papers in connection
with the 11 cases mentioned by him in reply
fo my guestion,

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, I will agree to that. I could have
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supplied further information in detail, but
answered the question shortly and frankly.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Twelfth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. NULSEN (Kavowna) [435]7 1
have listened attentively during the debate
to.speakers of various categories. In this
Chamber one hears a great deal on the prac-
tical side of things that should be helpful
to the community gencrally and I often
wonder whether Parliament should have
greater renown, from an edueational point
of view, than even our University. From
my experience I would eall Parliament the
“Multi-versity” of Western Australin,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The “diversity.”

Hon. E. NULSEX: It is true that some-
times we have a diversity of views ex-
pressed, but we do get down to the practieal
side of things. There is a great field of
study available here for a psychologist in
examining the attitudes of mind of Min-
isters and members generally. It would also
prove e fruitful field for a psyehiatrist, who
would have the opportunity to analyse the
mental faculties of the representatives of the
people of the State. Here we see men as
thev are normally to be scen, but we also
see them in an elevated mental state. Some-
times they are grave and sometimes they
rise to superciliousness, In this House we
get a fair view of the affaivs of State, and
receive our information direct from the
horse’s mouth.

On the 10th September, 1947, 1 intrvo-
duced a Bill making provision for a flat
rate to be eharged for water throughout the
State. It was an equalisation scheme, where-
by no-one would pay more for water in the
courtry than is paid in the metropolitan
area. I feel that the plan was a good one
for the State as it proposed to increase the
metropolitan area water rate slightly and
decrense the country rate considerably.
An increase of about 94. per thousand gal-
lons in the metropolitan area would be
sufficient to provide the Government with
the same amount of money as it is getting
at present, or was receiving at the time when
I introduced the Bill. I pointed out that
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80 per cent. of the water controlled by the
Government is consumed in the metropolitan
area and on that basis the increase would be
fair and equitable hecause nine-tenths ol
the primary wealth of this State is produced
in the couniry areas.

Country people should not be called upon
to pay more for their water than is eharged
in the metropolitan area hecause the people
near the ¢ity are favourably situated. In any
cave, water for domestic nse, gardens and
lawns should be on a flat rate basis for the
State, and [ consider that any person who
owns a «uarter of an acre of land and a
house ix entitled to receive his water at a
price no higher than that charged to people
living in the metropolitan area. On the
hustings the President of the Legislative
Couneil snpported my contention and I hope
that he intends to voice that view now
that he has been re-elected. The member
for Canning, too, in a vecent speech, fav-
oured a flat rate for water eharges. He was
a vesident on the Goldfields for many years
and knows the value of water in those
areas. Waler is something we cannot do
without and it is next in importance to the
air we hreathe.

The member for Beverley, by interjection,
stated that he was in aecord with this
view, ns ix the memher for AMt. Marshall
under certain conditions, There are various
organisations, apart from those I mentioned
in my speeeh twelve months ago, that agree
with the idea, and I find that the C.W.A.
is favourably disposed towards it for domes-
tie use. I should also like to see the prin-
ciple extended to the mines becanse it would
increase their life and keep down costs. The
main advantage of a flat rate wonld be that
it wonld keep people in the country for,
if something is not done to entice them to
stay there, they will dvift to the city. Ac-
cording to statistics, ont of a population
of ahout 503,000 in Western Australia,
272,000 persons are resident in the eapiinl
citv, Why? Because there are more ameni-
ties and greater facilities! I trust that mem-
hers representing country districts will at
least support me in my efforts to have a
flat rate charged per thousand gallons of
water throughout the State, especially for
domestic purposes. People in the country
are entitled to seme amenities and water
wonld he a great help in that direction.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I live in the metropolitan area and it
would not worry me a serap if the cost of
water T use were increased by a ghilling
per thousand gallons. For that matfer, I
dn not think it would worry any other mem-
ber of the House if such were the case
and it meant a reduction of .90 per cent. in
the cost of water to people in country dis-
triets. If the country people are given this
coneession it will belp to keep them there
and in turn produce more of the real wealth
of the country and assist the development
of this huge State of ours. Unfortunately,
the Bill T brought down last year was di--
allowed on a constitutional point. T intend
te introduce another measure this session
for the same purﬁose and in an emdeavour
to aseist the people in the conntry. T trusi
that this time T shall be suecessful and that
the Bill will not be ruled ont of order.

On behalf of the residents in the oni-
Iving areas, I advocated a fiat charge rate
for petrol and oil throvghout the State. It
is ahsurd that these people, who do not use
petrol or oil unless it is necessary, should
be ealled upon to pay such high prices,
whereas in the metropolitan area consider-
able quantities of petrol are used for enjoy-
ment purposes. The price is as much ax
one shilling or two shillings per gallon move
in the country than it is in the city. T
learned reeently—and probably the member
for Geraldton may correet me—that people
pay more for petrol in Geraldion than they
do in Perth. Yet the tankers call at Gerald-
ton before they arrive at Fremantle. The
people at Bunbury, Albany and Esperance
also have to pay more for their petrol than
do those in the metropolitan area.

An endeavour should be made to get the
petrel companies to equalise the burden a=
far as the price of petrol and oil is con-
cerned in this State. Some people will say---
in fact T read in the paper myself—that thi-
is not possible. It only needs simple arith-
metie and it could be worked out. The Sinzer
Sewing Machine Company, the patent medi-
cine firms and the sugar refining companies
of Queensland have been able to ealeulute
fiat raies for their commodities throughout
Australia. Sugar is the same price in the
capital cities of all States, and if a mathe-
matician ean work those fgures ont, the pet-
ro]l companies should be able to cgleulate
on a similar basis Yor a flat rate throush-
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out the State. A slight caleulation has been
made because the same price is charged for
petrol in Fremantle as it is at Midland
Junetion, Armndale, Kalamunda and other
parts of the hills. If it can he done on a
~mall seale it ean also be done on a larger
seale, and T do not see any reason why the
people in the eountry should be called upon
to make the sacrifice of paying so much
extra for their petrol.

I trast that the Government may be able
to do something to influence the vavious pet-
vol companies in an endeavour fo have a
caleulation made on the basis I have out-
lined, hecanse petrol and oil are necessary
for the development of the State. Years ago
1 advoeated a flat rate for railage on a 100-
mile basis, and T think that could still be
done. Represeniing a country constitueney,
T feel that I should bring such matters before
Parliament so that they ean be piven fur-
ther consideration. If these things are con-
sidered it will help to earry out the poliry
of the Country Party and the Labour Party
—although ijt originated from the Labour
Party——namely, the poliev of decentralisa-
tion,

Decentralisation is merely a farce at pre-
sent—a delusion and a snare,  Western
Australia was developed on the basis of
ventralisation, yet we talk ahout decentral-
isation! For a start, the cost of power is
much lower iz the metropolitan area than
that at which it can be produced in the
country arras and made available to the
people there. That verv fact prevents the
wstahlishment of large industries in the rural
districts.  Unfortunately, the Perth City
Conneil is obtaining its eleetrie current for
.75d, per unit and we could not produce
curvent at that price in the country. The
Fremantle Municipal Council purchases its
supplies at 83d. and the Midland Junetion
Municipal Railway Workshops at .80d. Tt
will be seen, therefore, that unless we do
something to help the people in the rural
arens, the position will hecome simply farei-
cal, In the Pross recently I read a state-
ment hy a man who said—

(ienerations of members of Parliament of
all parties have given lip servire to the iden
of deeentralisation, but meanwhile the trend
of industry and population to the eity areas
goes on unchecked.

Unfortunately that statement is only too
frune. I hope that further consideration will
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he given to the country aveas in this respect
so that we shall be able to render effective
the plank in oor platform regarding de-
centralisation.  The suggestion has been
advanced hoth by the Premier and by the
Minister for Railways that there will be in-
creasts in rnilway fares and freights, I say
vight hete that T shall oppose any such move
to the utmost of my ahility.

The Minister for Railways: Youw had
hetter have a varn with Mr. Chifley,

Hen, E. NULSEN: T do not care what
Mr. Chifley or anyone else savs: T will not
see the people in the country distriets sae-
rificed any more in the matter of transport
charges, Members can refer to “Hansard”

for 1942 and they will see that on the 10th

December of that year, the member for Ned-
lands said that he was certainly opposed to
the 12% per eont. increase in railway
charges suggested by Mr, P. C. Ravnor, the
Deputy Secretary for Railways. The hon.
member acensed me at the time of machina-
tion and of being a complete stndent of
the ethies of Machiavelli. He told me that
Machiavelli was not an admirable person
and not a desirable gne to follow.

Mr. Smith: He was one of the greatest
men that ever lived.

Hcn. E. NULSEN: He was certainly a
able man and his writings probhably hold
zood today with respeet to members of Par-
liament throwghont the world.  Machiavelli,
who was born in 1469 and died in 1527, was
a prolifie writer,  Ie was the aunthor of
many historieal books as well as some on the
seionze of war, He waz a great diplomat
and n most able man. T do not really frel
ashamed that I should he acensed of follow-
ing ki, and certainly Machiavelli was very
eandid in his critieism of Parlinment in those
days, I had been asked by the member for
Nedlaunds the following question:—

Iz the statement correet which was made by
Mr. P. C. Raynor, the Deputy Secretary of the
W.A, Government Railways, on the 6th Novem.
bor 1nst hefore the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission, namely, that an all-round increase of

1214 per cent, in railway charges was pro-
2
posed ?

My answer to that question was—

The statement made to the Grants Commis-
sion hy the Deputy Secretary of Railways was
mafdle without reference to the Government and
has not been considered by the Government.
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That was quite fair. At that time the mem-
ber for Nedlands definitely opposed any in-
crease in railway charges.

Hon. A. H, Panton: He might do s0 now.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The then member for
Avon, Mr. Boxle, also opposed it and I
think the Acting Premier alse did so,

The Acting Premier: How far do you
say the railway deficit mnst go before yon
would change your point of view?

Hon. E. NULSEN: What, may 1 ask—

The Aecting Premier: Answer my question
first, and then T will answer yours.

Hon, E. NULSEN: Let me tell the Acting
Premier:

The Acting Premier: How big must the
railway deficit grow before yon would agree
to change your point of view?

Hon, E. NULSEN = My point of view wil
never change if the country areas are to be
penalised.  As a matter of faet, the rail-
ways have paid vory handsomely., 1If they
had received the increment they were en-
titled to on aeccount of the increased price
of land and the further development of the
country, the Commissioner of Railways
would have had any amount of mobey to
enable him to provide the State with a 1ft.
81bin, gauge railway.

The Acting Premier: Why did you not
carry out some of these excellent reforms
when you were in office?

Hon. E. NULSEN: That has always been
my opinion, and the Acting Premier knows
that is so,

Hon. A. R. (i, Hawke: That makes him
chew his gum a bit more!

The Acting Premier: What action was
taken by you to give effect to your views?
[ did not hear of any.

Hon. E. NULSEXN: When I was Minister
for Railways, the war had just started. We
had only one thing to do then and that was
to win the war.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Which we did hand-
somely.

Hon. E. NULSEX: Xo action could be
{aken at the time with regard to the rail-
ways, and that was the reason why nothing
was done by me as Minister.

The Acting Premier: Did you ever lay
down any plans to enable it to he done in
the post-war period?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A, H. Panton: There was no post-
war peried when he was Minister.

The Acting Premier: Did you have any
plans?

Hon. E. NULSEN: If the Acting Pre-
mijer will peruse ‘‘Hansard,’’ he wil] see
what action the Government took in those
days. I have always definitely opposed the
inerease of railway charges.

The Acting Premier: And you laid down
no plans to velieve the railway position.

Hon. E. NULSEN: We¢ had a war to con-
tend with in those days, and very little
could be done. The Labour ’arty was in
oppusition to any inercase in railway
charges and the Acting Premicr himself
said—

In view of the condition of the railways nt
present and unless they ure put on a better
basis, T cannot suppert any increase in freights.
The same attitude was adopted, I think,
by the Minister for Railways,

Hon. A. H, Panton: In fact, the Minister
for Railways was bitter and savage about
it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have always sup-
ported the standardisation of our railways.
One reason for that is that they have
been built on very flimsy foundations,
and there is only one way in which they can
be made really cffective. 1 refer to the
standardisation of railway ganges through-
out Anstralia. I have supported that poliey
right through. When I attended a confer-
ence that was held on the 20th and 30th
May, 1945, to discuss the standardisation
of Australian railway gauges, I supported
the proposal under cerlain conditions. At
that time we had fo consider the finan-
einl aspeet, although the chairman of the
conference said he would like to hear our
views without bringing the question of fi-
nance into it. Of course that was not pos-
sible. Despite that, we supported standardi-
sation in principle. I shall read what I
said at the conferenee and shall do so be-
canze of rumonrs that have been eirculated.
In fact, I have received a letter aequaint-
ing me of the statements that have heen
made, The rumour is to the effect that the
Lahour Government and T as Minister for
Railways did not support the standardisa-
tion of railway gauges. At the conference
I happened to be the first speaker, which
was something unusual for a Canberra con-
ference becanse, Western Australia being
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one of the less populons States, its repre-
sentative generally speaks next to last. I
was reported as follows:—

Mr. Nulsen: First, let me say, Mr, Chair-
man, that I find it diffieult to dissociate the
financial considerations from any discussion of
this matter. I certainly shall be frank. We
are not opposed to the standardisation of
railway gauges, but Western Australia, as a
State, is not in a position finuncially to advo-
eato standardisation; beeause, even if the Com-
moawealth preposes to carry out the scheme as
a whole, Western Australin must still remain
almost in an impossible position from the
financial point of view.

It is estimated that the section from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle will cost a little over
£9,500,000, and that upkeep, exclusive 6f in-
tereat, will amount fo over £300,000 anuually.
At the same time, we shall not receive a corre-
sponding increasce of revenue. Further, in view
of onr isolated position, we fear that the com-
pletion of thia seetion will not draw any sub-
stantinl increase of business over the trans-
Anstralian line, because, in any case, we
cannot compete with senhorne freight, which is
very much lower. Therefore, we cannot antiei-
pate increased transport on this line; .

Secondly, we must remember that Western
Australia is an importing rather than an ex-
porting State. Thus, the probability is that
there would be no backleading from our end
of the line. Of course, the project appears
in a totally different light so far as Victoria,
New South Wales and Queensland are con-
cerned, They are contiguous States and the
elimination of the break of gauge at their re-
spective horders would benefit them finaneially.
However, in the case of Western Australia, our
isolation prohibits recommendation of the
scheme from a finaneial point of view.

I vepeat that, whilst we would be involved
in an additional expenditure at the rate of
£300,000 annually on the upkeep of the section
from Kalgoorlic to Fremantle, we would not
reegive a eorresponding increase of revenue.
The number of miles to be converted would
be 419, but, at the same time, we wounld still
retain the 3ft. 6in, gauge even if we had this
section of 4ft. 8%in. T want the conference
to understand that thoroughly. From a de-
fence point of view standardisation is war-
ranted; bont we think that it is a Common-
wealth obligation, and that the people of Aus-
tralia as n whole should contribute towards
the cost on a per capita basis. If that were
z0 there would be no quarrel as to who should
pay aud who should not pay.

Another important aspeet, as Sir Harold
points out in hiz report, is that if we are
going to have standardisation we must have
modernisation also. We must modernise our
rollingstock and services. However, it has
been implied that in this respect the New
South Wales railways will be the pattern. From
what T have learned the eoaches in New South
Wales are not of the latest type. They are
oft. 9in. wide and 72ft. long, whereas in

Amerien the width of coaches is 10ft. 4in. and
the length 83ft, Those points alsc must be
congidered,

I repeat that Western Australia is not op-
posed to standardisation. Ifowever, it is a
question of the ability of the State to pay.
As T rcad Sir Harold's report, standardisation
is not so much a matter of ecomomies as x
matter of defence. Therefore, I repeat that
standurdisation must be a national undertak-
ing, and, therefore, the obligation of the Com-
monwealth,

The Chairman: We are anxions that at this
stage our consideration of this projeet should
be divorved from the finaneial considerations
involved, because that aspect will be considered
lInter. However, I take it that Western Aus-
tralia is not opposed to the plan submitted
by Sir Hareld Clapp.

Mr. Nulser: No.

The Chairman: You say also that standard-
isaticn i8 u defence matter, and, therefore, o
matter for the Commonwealth., The questior
a3 to how tho responsibility is to he spread
will be a subject for later discussions. I
agree with Mr, Nulsen that we must not ap-
proach this project purcly frem a State angle,
bat must regard it as a national work, in
whieh the responsibility must be national.

Mr, Nulsen: I am in agreement with Kir
Harold Clapp's report,

Consequently, I consider that the stan-
dardisation of ganges wonld be a good
proposition for this State in that it would
provide an exeellent opportunity to estab-
lish our system on a reasenably good basis,
but that seems to be the only way we can
possibly do it

Now I wish to say a few words about
the prospectors. These men have done a
wonderfully good job for the State. They
have gone into the bush and lived under
adverse eonditions and have located many
profitable shows. Their work has led to
the population of the State being inereased
ap a considerable rate. But for goldmining,
the population would not be nearly as
large, nor would the development of the
State have been as great. To show how the
the population has inereased, I may mention
that in 1893 the total was 60,000; by 1901,
following the discovery of gold, it had risen
to 181,779; in 1903, the total was 216,197,
and by 1913 it had reached 307,702,
Members will thus realise that in the 20
years following the discovery of gold, the
popalation of the State increased by more
thar. 500 per cent. If only that rate of
progress could be maintained by the open-
ing up of more auriferous eountry, Austra-
lia would probably have a population of
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40,000,000 or 50,000,000 and this State a
population  of 10,000,000 or 20,000,000
people.

The nllowanee paid to prospectors is only
Bls, a week, which is guite insufficient. I
<houll like the Government to consider the
question of inereasing that amount by at
least £1 per week and thus give these men,
who have done such good work for the
State, a reasonable amount of money to
live on. We need more gold. If we could
inerease the production of gold, we could
meet the dellar position much more easily.
The price of gold is too low, relative to the
cost of other commodities. All other goods
have increased in price and many of the
requisites of mining have advanced by more
than 100 per cent., and yet the price of
gold has not inereased by more than 2.7
per cent. Henee the difficulties econfronting
the industry.

If countries like Southern Rhodesia and
Cupadp ean assist their goldmining indus-
tries, we should be able to do likewise, The
State GQovernment ought to be able to do
~umething in this direction, even if it means
inereasing the defieit, I believe it would
he better for the State if the deficit were
inereased, so long as genuine work were
done for the development of the country.
We need a general subsidy for the whole of
the industry, not a bare subsidy for a few
mines on low-grade ores that otherwise
could not continue operations. Thousands
of tons of ore of (hree and four dwts., per
fon have been surveyed and unless there
i3 a general subsidy it will have to remain
untreated and so the gold will be lost. 1
fee]l we should do something in that regard.
Russia is produeing immense quantities of
the precious metal, According fo figures
which I have seen in the Press she is mining
ahoat half of the world’s gold produection.
In 1047, her output was between 16,000,000
and 18,000,000 ozs., the tofal world pro-
duction being  between 37,000,000 and
19,000,000 ozs. Members will therefore see
the wonderful fillip that gold has been to
Russia and how she must realise its value,
because gold is accepted hy any country.
How wonderful it would be if we could be
producing 17,000,000 or 18,000,000 ozs. of
goll per yearl

The Honorary Minister:
subsilise the mines ?

Hon., B, XULSEN: T do not know, but
Russia is producing gold and gives every en-

Does Russia
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couragement possible to the industry, This
State has produced 51,928,607 fine ozs.
valued at £294,708,832, and this achievement
ought to be sufficient to warrant further
development. Australia has produced over
£800,000,000 worth of gold and this pro-
duclion has bhelped to inerease our popula-
tion far more quickly than otherwise would
have been the case.

Hon. A. R. G. Ilawke: Tell us how much
it cost to produee that gold,

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not know. Xo
doubt the cost of the production of that
gold was high; but on the other hand, if we
went into the cbst of the production of each
bushe]l of wheat grown in Awustralia, we
should find that would be high also. Yet
wheat has contributed to our real wealth
and we cannot do without if.

I wish now to say a few words about our
wheatgrowers, who have an important de-
cision to make as to whether they will
favour ' Commonwealth or State control of
wheat-marketing. I was pleased to read
in the Press that the wheatgrowers desire
the Commonwealth scheme,

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: They are waking
up to the State Government.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am pleased beeaunse
I feel the State Government has not the
necessary  power. The Commonwealth
Government has an over-riding power in
regard to exports. I desire to quote a lead-
ing urticle appearing in “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 7th August. T think it puts
the position fairly und gives us food for
thought. 7The newspaper slates- -

The problem as we see it is that while a
vote for Commonwenlth marketing will pive
the Commonwealtk cowmplete authority over
wheat disposzl, 2 vote for State marketing
vannot give the State the xamc poawer thongh
it would reinforee the State’s powers of re-
sistance towards some aspect of Federal poliey,
Nothing that wheatgrowers can do ecan divest
the Cormamonwealth of the right te control
exports and enter into anle eontracts not anly
for whent iteelf but for the proaducts of wheat
as a storkfood., notably pigmenis and egps.
Whatever a State pool may wish te do in the
marketing of wheat will have (o conform tn
over-riding Federal authority and poliey dur-
ing the life of the present Federul Govern-
ment. The States, if they assume control of
wheatmarketing, may not he able to do all
that ther would like to do to 1ift the average
returns of wheatgrowera; indeed hoth State
and Commonwenlth diseretion in the marketing
of wheat must be limited in some important
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respeetes by Commonwealth agreements and

contracts operating now,

I am in agreement with that portion of the
leading article. It would he no use for West-
ern Australian farmers to join a pool if
they do not get eomplete control; and, as
far as 1 am concerned, it is my desire not
to hinder the farmers in any way. The
farmers should be sure of what they are
doing. It might be all right for a farmer
whose property is unencumbered and who
has all the plant and machinery he requires
and whose farm is in a good distriet with
an assured rainfall. He conld produce wheat,
I should say, at half the cost of a fnimer
whose property is encumbered and at half
the cost of the men now coming into the
industry under the rehabilitation scheme.
The latter are the people we should eare
for. :

Of about 7,500 farmers in this State,
probably only 1,000 would he really pros-
perous. Even some with encumbered pro-
perties are in a good position at present
on aceount of the high prices they have
heen obtaining for their wheat. They have
had fairly good crops and have heen able
to pay their interest of £12 10s. a month
and buy a motorear; hut a time will come
when they will not be so well off, when
they will have no surplus cash, and then
they will find themselves in difficulty. If
they enter jnto any scheme for marketing,
they should have a feeling of certainty that
they would be helped over that difficulty. T
now wish to read a letter from the Aus-
tralian Wheat Growers’ Fedcration, dated
the 22nd July of this year and addressed
to me. It is as follows:—

At a special conference of the Australian
Wheat Growers’ Federation held in Canberra
en July 12 and 13, 1948, the following resoiu-
tion was carried:—

After considering the new wheat proposals
submitted to the Agricultural Council om
July 12, 1948, the A.W.F. recommends the
Commonwealth and State Governments to
pass the necessary complementary legisla-
tion to enable this plan to be implemented.
We require, firstly, onme over-all Common-
wealth central marketing autherity to have
the sole control over export sales; thercfore,
we point out the following desirable im-
provements to be made to the plan and re-
serve the right to seek amendments to the
plan when it becomes law:—

(1) That the stock feed quantity be
limited to 15 per cent. of the exportable
surplus, and to be sold at the home con-
sumption price. If any quantity is required
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over this figure, the Governments to subal.’
dise the balanee to the average export
realisation of that pool, and other coarse
grains bear their share of the stock feed
market,
I agree with that proposal. I see no reason
why the farmers should not make a full
eontribution to the subsidiary induostries that
arc living upon their industry, and the sug-
gested 13 per cent. appears to me to be
equitable. Of course, I know the argument
will be advanced that 15 per cent. would
he small if the farmers had a bad crop;
but that would be bad for the wheatgrower
as well as for the poultry and pig raisers.
The letter continues—

(2) An authority to be set up to nssess
the farmer’s eguity in the reserve fund if
he ig arbitrarily forced out of produetion,

That is fair. A person having an equity in
an insurance is entitled to receive it; simi-
larly, a farmer who has an equity in a re-
serve fand sueh as this should be entitled
to get it, even if he has been forced off
his farm. The letter eontinues—

(8) The plan to be reviewed before 1952
with a view to its continuance for a further
five years,

That also is quite fair. Continuing—

The Australian Wheat Growers’ Federation
expresses its appreciation that all the State
Governments represented at the Agrieultural
Conncil agreed to Tecommend acceptance of
these " proposals to their respective Govern-
ments,

We feel sure you will realise that, in order
to establish some administrative authority to
handle the coming harvest, no further delay
can take place. The Federation therefore de-
sires that you will take all possible steps to
have this legislation implemented as quickly
as possible,

The letter is signed by T. C. Stott, general
seeretary. I think that when the wheat-
growers of this State received that letter
it must have been an incentive to them, and
the lending avticle in ““The West Australian”
also gave them food for thought. I was
very pleased indeed that the wheatgrowers
agreed to support the Commonwealth wheat
pool.

The Minister for Railways: They have
not agreed.

Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: The Honorary Min-
ister for Agriculture has said it is hard
for him to understand the mentality of the
many farmers who want the Commonwealth
plan.
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Hon. E. NULBEN: I do not want to be
rude, but I feel that probably he might be
looking into the future, because in all these
things one must have a future and not just
a present, One 'mnst look ahead.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That leading
article told the farmers that a vote for n
State marketing system would be a step to-
wards free marketing and I think that scared
the farmers into preferring the Common-
wealth scheme.

Hon, E. NULSEN: There might be some-
thing in that, teo. I am afraid my time
is almost up. I did intend to say a lot
about the treeless plain, but time does not
permit. I am glad a survey is being made
and that an experimental plot is to be put
on the plain. I am very pleased that the
Premier has promised to have a look at it
for himself. Lights have been installed on
the jetty at Esperance. I would like to ask
the Minister for Railways whether he has
given consideration to the establishment of
a diesel coach service. I think he did promise
such a service and I hope it will be pro-
vided. When I was Minister for Railways
1 considered—and the member for Murchi-
son when he held that office and also the
Commissioner for Railways econeurred—that
ag soon as there was a diesel coach available
it should be nsed on the Esperance line. Ts
that likely?

The Minister for Railways: I hope so.

Hon, E. NULSEN: 1 would have liked
to say something about pyrites and salt, but
T will leave those things for diseussion on
the Estimates.

HON. E. H H. HALL (Geraldton)
[5.23]: I do not think I can commence my
speech better than by giving pride of place
to that subject of State-wide importance—
water. In view of the remarks made on
this matter by the member for Kanowna
and by many other members, espeeially
from conntry distriets, my comments will
he brief, There is an old saying, “A lot
of water has gone under the bridge since
then.”’ As a native of this State, the fault
I have had to find with administrations
over the years sinee responsible Govern-
ment was proeclaimed is that they have
failed to conserve the water that the
heavens have been benevolent enough to
send to us. In many parts of the State we

~
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have a very short supply of water; buf in
many other parts there is a fairly decent
average rainfall. Administrations in the
past, however, have failed to take the neces-
sary measures to conserve water and o
stop it from running into the sea—water
that has heen so very neeessary to enable
people to live and industries to succeed.
Other members have mentioned the matier
and I think it is something worth mention-
ng.

It was refreshing indeed to find a mem-
ber representing a metropolitan econstitu-
ency directing the attention of the Govern-
ment to the need for doing something in
connection with water charges, I refer to
the remarks of the member for Canning.
Now that we have a new (overnment in
power whose poliey is decentralisation,
something will be expected of it in connec-
tion with this very important matter. 1
wait with a great deal of confidence the
action to be taken by the Government to
prove that it has the interests of country
distriets at heart in the matter of water
supplies. I am not forgetting the eternal
necessity to balance the budget, the ever-
present need to keep down deficits. Bui,
ag the member for Kanowna said, in a big
undeveloped State like this, the Govern-
ment, while exercising care in the matter
of expenditure, shounld, when <convinced
that the spending of meney is justified to
develop the resources of the State, adopt
a Btold and courageons policy.

The late gencral manager of the Midland
Railway Company gave a great exhibition
of what ¢on be done to augment supplies
of water by spilling bitumen about; and
I think g little of this has been done nt the
Wicherina Reservoir at Geraldton and has
been found well worth while. That is
nothing new; but I hope the Govern-
ment will continue, if supplies are avail-
able, to lay down bitomen so as to
increase the run-off of water into the
reservoirs. Reading a recent “Hansard,”
I came across a statement by the Hon. G.
W. Miles, one of the three representatives
of the North in another place; and
I was astounded to find that, according to
him, the people in Port Hedland are paying
30s. per 1,000 gallons for water. If Mr.
Miles is correct, his statement proves how
very negessary it is that the Government
shonld give attention to these matters. If
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we want people fo go to outbaeck places
and develop the State's resources, we must
see to it that the necessities of life are
made available to them at prices compar-
able with those charged to people in the
metropolitan area.

Another matter of State-wide importance
upon which I would touch is the goldmining
industry. I cannot elaim to have a very
great knowledge of it; but T have lived on
the Eastern Goldtields and in the Murchi-
son for some vears, and I come from a town
which has profited very largely from the
goldmining industry. The member for York
stated last night that he thought wheat
was responsible for the cirveulation of more
money than was any other industry, That
may or may not be so, but we all appre-
ciate the cirenlation of money for which
the goldmining industry has been respon-
sible; and I cannot understand the attitude
of the Prime Minister in conneetion with
this industry, which means so much to
Western Australia. I would have thought
that a man with his experience would know
of the number of small mining townships
where people are putting up a brave fight
and are worthy of assistanece, 1 eannot
understand his refusal to be more generous
to us in that regard.

T read in the paper the other day—I
hope it is not true, because I have been
there and know what a sturdy, independent
lot the people are—that there is a danger
of the little township of Reedy eclosing
down. It iz only a year or so ago when
we saw a similar happening at Youanmi, a
place 60 miles from the railway, that was
hattling along with a happy and econtente
lot of people. The town just vanished.
What has become of the people? They had
their little homes there, and as far as onc
could see they were contented and happy
and were pulting up a great fight against
all sorts of disahilities.  An industry that
maintains people of that sort is worthy of
every assistance. If wishing could do any
good, the Prime Minister would certainly
grant assistanee to keep this State-wide in-
dustry going. Not only does the Common-
wealth Government stand over us in regard
to gold, whiech plays an important part in
our monetary system, but it takes & lot from
us in conuection with our base metals. 1
wonder why? The Northampton lead min-
ing field is an old one, At present the in.
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dustry there is being resuscitated. 1 have
bere a cutting from the “Mining Journal of
Western Australia,” as follows:—

Present fixed prices for lLome consump'tim:
requirements ara costing the Australian base
metal industry millions a year. Thig is because
the Australian prices have been fixed at levels
which bear no relation te existing world pan-
ties. . ., ... At present the local fixed selling
priee of lead is £90 a ton under British parity.
It seem; that when we have the things which
will enable us to establish an industry, the
Commonwealth Government, for some m-
explicable reason, imposes these charges.

The next subject T want bricfly to refer
to is that of fish, The previous Govern-
ment was eonsidering doing something in
this matter, T have a circular which states
that the member for Leederville, who was
acting as Minister for Fisheries, was in
toueh with the association, but nothing was
done.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
ences.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I know the pre-
sent Minister has given consideration to the
subjeet.  Although T am aware the Gov-
ernment dislikes establishing further boards,
I wounid like to point ont that the board
funetioning in Queensland is giving, so it is
stated, entire satisfaction to all parties eon-
cerned in the fishing industry. If we ean
get a board which will give us results of
that sort, even though the establishment of
Yoards is nol popular, the sooner we have
it the better, hecause the price of fish, as was
mentioned the other evening, is absolutely
heyond the reach of the ordinary house-
holder. I have here the “Fisheries Newslet-
ter,” a very good publication, put ount by the
Commonwealth Director of Fisheries, De-
partient of Commerce and Agrieulture. It
has this to say about South Australia—

I had two eonfer-

A £230,000 programme for the extension of

fishing facilities in South Australia wns an-
nouneed by the Premier (Mr. Playford) in
a broadeast on June 18.
The same publication tells us what South
Afriea is doing in conpection with canned
rock lobster tgils, an industry that hag us-
sumed somo proportions in Western Aus-
tralie. :

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: How long wonld you
like the price of fish controlled?

Hor. E. H. H, HALL; I do not undeg-
stand the interjection,
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are talking of
getting up a board to control the price of
fish, For how long would you like the prive
to be controlled?

Hon, E. H, H, HALL: T would like a
board set up that would give the results we
are told have been achieved by the Queens-
land board, which has given entirve satisfae-
tion to all concerned, I would like to go
there and licok into the matter. We are
ndvised by responsible people in the fishing
industry here that that is so, I think the
Government should make some inquiries to
see whether that is correct, and, if it is, a
board should be set up to ensure that every-
ane in the industry gets a fair deal.

Mr. Hegney: Do you know whether the
Queensland board fizes prices?

Hon. E, H, H, HALL: A further part of
this “Fisheries Newsletfer” mentions the
wonderful dcvelopment that has taken place
in South Africa in conncetion with eanned
rock lobster tails, a commedity in which we
are doing a fair business at Geraldton and
the Abrolhos Islands. The extract is rather
lengthy, so I will not read it but let it wait
unti] the Estimates. The other evening
reference was made to a publication called
“Thinking Ahead,” which most of us re-
ceived, T read with great interest an article
from it that was referred to in this Cham-
her, and T want now to make a short quota-
tion from it—

The first point to realise is that money ia
not itwelf wealth,

The writer goes on to say—

Finally in most countries one metal—gold—
became the basis of money. While the world
was undeveloped this proved a reasonable
enough medium, but with the coming of tha
machine age, production enormously increased,
work meore apecialised, and some additional
mediom beeame vecessary, It was at this point
that a rather interesting development took
place which was very well summarised by Pro.
fessor Dennis Robertson in an address he gave
to the Lombard Association in Oectober, 1946.
Addressing on audience composzed mainly of
bankers, he said—

“‘T think you started—in the 17th century,
so far ns this country goes—by heing quite
respectable folk with honorable intentions.
You borrowed money from people (cverybody
thought they knew what money was in those
days, nice hard lumps of gold and silver, not
boiled wood pulp or even cupro-nickel)—jyou
horrowed money from people who 1id not want
to use it and lent it out to people who did.
But very goon you made, in rapid spceession,
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two demoralising discoveries. First, you dis-
covered the receipt forms which you handed
out were themselves being treated ay money,
go that a person in possession of one of your
receipt forms could in effect spend money
which he had already lent te youw. Secondly,
you discovered that in this respect of accept-
ability there wag very little difference be-
tween an actual forin of receipt and a general
promise to pny. Thus you were led on to
commit felony or treason—T am nnt sure which
—anyway, to invade the King's prerogative of
fleecing his loving subjects by the creation of
money out of nothing, And in the course of
a couple of centuries in which your wings had
been clipped from time to time in various ways,
your money had become what it still iy today,
by far the largest element in the money supply
of the country.”’

Hon. F. J. §. Wise: I think you musi
have been having an early morning session
with the member for Murchison.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The article con-
tinues:—

It is perhaps only fair to state that Pro-
fessor Robertson went on to szay that “‘this
monstrous piece of impertinence’? (on the
part of the banks) ‘‘was undoubtedly on bal-
ance highly benefieial to soeiety,’’ a view with
which to n limited extent I van agree. At the
same time it scems rather fantastic at this
stage in our history that we should continue
with 4 monetary system bansed on such a de-
velopment, Surely today we have learned that
the issue of monev should be so regulated to
ensure that all that is produced and imperted
in exchange for exports ean be consumed, We
must cstablish the prineiple that money must
bear an exact relationship to real wealth (ie.,
goods and services),

Those remarks were not made by an hon,
member on my left, bui by Mr. Edward
Holloway, Hon. Directing Secretary of the

Economic Reform Club, London,

Myr. Marshall: And not by the member
for Murchison, either,

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: That is so. Wlhen
we find men of his calibre taking wp the
cudgels on behalf of monetary reform, it
is up to us to take notice. I wonder how
many members have read a book, which T
did some years ago? I vefer to the book
calied “The Beloved Physician” which is in
the Parliamentary library. This beloved
physician was a Dr. Mackenzie, who after-
wards became Sir James Mackenzie. When
he started as a Secots boy he had to walk
miles to school, as his parents were not very
well off, He eventually obtained his degree
and became a doetor. Attending the case of
A woman who legt her life made such an
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impression on him that he vowed he would
make a study of heart diseases. He did so
and won out in the end, after a long and
hitter struggle. He had to overcome not
the indifference and ignoranee of the gen-
¢ral publie, but the hostile critivism of mem-
bers of his own profession,

When one hears people who are qualitied
to speak on monetary reform asking what
are the gualifications of certain other people
who have not made a study of the subject,
my mind goes back to that book, “The Be-
loved Physician.” This week I read another
book called #“The Fight for Life,” which 1
obtained from the Parliamentary library.
It contains the story of a surgeon named
Elliot, which is simtar to that of Sir James
Mackenzie. After years of hitter opposition
he wen out and established the principles
for which he had been fighting for so long.
It is time that we, in this country, did some-
thing about the monetary system that has
us hy the throat. In “The West Australian”
of the 19th August last there appeared a
paragraph headed, “Alberta Government
Wins Again.” Tt rveads as follows:—

The 13-year-cld Soecial ('redit Government of

Alberta Province swept into its fourth term
of office when returns from yesterday’s election
showed that the party had won at least 42 of
the Legislature’s 57 seats. In a plebiscite held
with the elections on the question of Govern-
ment ownership of the power industry, returns
frem over half the distriets indirate that the
proposal was favoured by voters,
That party has been in power in Alberta
for some years. I have here a publieation
ealled “Alberta Now.” It covers the period
from 1935 to 1943 and gives some of the
aceomplishments of the Government of that
State. The National Parliament of the Donu-
inion of Canada stands in much the same
relation to the Parlinment of Alberta as the
Commonwenlth Parliament stands to that of
the State of Western Australia. If such
things can be accomplished in Alberta, we
might fry to achieve something similar in
this State. .

Mr. Marshall: Our Constitution permits
greater liberties in monetary reform than
does the Constitution of the Nominion of
Canada.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: In this publiea-
tion there appears the following list of
achievements :—

Reduced Provincinl Debt of Alberta; Re-
Auced Provineial Income Tax; Abolished the
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Provineial Sales Tax; Augmented the Do-
minion OQld Age Pension; Increased Mineral
Production; Rehabilitated Farmers, making
them prosperous; Instituted Treasury Branches
to auzment purchasing power.

That is n record of achievement.

Hon, F, J. 8, Wise; That would almost
shock the Stuart ings.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: This afternoon
members bid farewell, ag a branch of the
Empire Parliamentary Association, to the
Leader of the Opposition on the eve of his
departure to London to take part in a-meet-
ing of that body. I wonder whether this
Government, which is in such a desperate
finaneial position, would ask the Leader of
the Oppodition—in whom we all have the
grentest confldence—to go to Alberta, atter
the meeting of the Empire Parliamentary
Association is over, and inquire personally
into the system obtaining there. On his re-
tarn he could convey to the Government
details of that system, thus enabling us to
achieve something similar to what has been
done by that Government.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I snggest to the hon,
member that he should read the report on
Social Credit in Alberta prepared for the
Government of Tasmania by K. J. Binns,
M.A. and Bachelor of Commerce.

Hon. E.-H. H. HALL: I would be glad
to rmead it. With the Commonwealth
Government standing over the States as it
is, we will soon be starved out of existence.
I wish now to refer to the recommendations
of the Commissioner who recently inguired
into native affairs in this State, and I wonder
whether an attempt will be made to give
effect to some of them. I have here a lead.
ing article from “The West Australian” in
1944, and another in 1948. That newspaper
cireulates beyond the boundaries of West-
ern Australia and it is not niece to read, in
such a journal, that the Government of the
State is so lax in its administration of
native affairs as to give rise to the comments
contained in the articles T have mentioned.
I draw the nttention of the House to some
comments made by the Commissioner who
inquired into native affairs about eonditions
for which there is not the slightest justifi-
cation, The article published in “The West
Australian” of the 28th July last reads—

Moore River native settlement also needed
reorfganisation. Its outlook from an institu-
tional point of view was at present hopeless,
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Without a change of policy, it was a waste
of money and effort,

Delinquents, indigents and natives suffering
from venereal dizease mixed quite freely, with
the result that many schoolgirls had become
pregnant, In view of the ample opportunity
for sexual intercourse during daylight hours,
it was incongruous to lock girls in dormitories
at night. Any good done through schooling was
immediately nullified by the children’s contaet
with the undesirable adult population of the
institution, Moore River should be for adult
natives only. Its buildings were sadly deeayed
and neglected. BSanitation and hygiene did not
exist. Bedding in the children’s domitories
was filthy. Drainage, sanitation and laundry
facilities were primitive and sometimes dis-
graceful,

Surely it is a poor administration that can-
not remedy such a state of affairs as that.
Probably the majority of the people in this
State read in the Press that the Prime
Minister had turned down a suggestion by
our Minister for Housing and Native Af-
fairs that the Commonwealth should take
some share in raising the money necessary
to enable us to do our duty towards the
natives,

I come next to some remarks made by the
Leader of the Opposition with respeet to
the Housing Commission. I pencilled some
notes, which I think are fairly accurate, and
this is what the Leader of the Opposition
had to say—

The Leader of the Opposition expressed his
disappointment at any suggestion of the neces-
sity for a Royal Commission to inquire into
housing, and he hoped that the recommenda-
tions would very soon be forgotten.

I entirely disagree with his remarks. When
the member for East Perth moved for the
appointment of the Royal Commission, I
was the only other speaker on that oeccasion.
I spoke very briefly and stated that if the
hon. member could prove only 50 per cent.
of his charges, he would have justified the
appointment of the Royal Commission, The
member proved more than 50 per cent. of
his charges but, fortunately for the service
and the staff, he was unable to prove the
most serious of his statements, and that
was the charge of bribery and corruption,
or something of that pature,

Housing is a matter with which all mem-
bers are very coneerned, for we know the
unhappiness and misery that the shortage of
homes has caused to thousands of our
people, and, with the exception of the re-
marks of the member for East Perth and

[ASSEMBLY.]

the brief reference I quoted from the Leader
of the Opposition, I have not heard any
other member refer to the Royal Commis-
stoner’s report. I was very disappointed
to read the following remark made by the
Royal Commissioner. It is on page 14 of
the report, and he says—

The value to be attached to Mr, Graham’s
atatements may, I feel, be fairly assessed by
adopting his own words, which he used when
giving evidence before the Royal Commission—
and the following remarks are purported to
be made by the member for East Perth—

Frankly, I do not think my statements in
Parliament are to be taken any notice of.

Mr. Graham: By the Royal Commission,
was the obvious meaning.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: ] was astounded
when [ read that, beeause what is the use of
a member making serious charges in this
Hoeuse, and before 2 Royal Commission, if
when invited lo prove his case, he makes a
statement of that type? I eannot understand
it. Of course, if the hon. member’s explana-
tion is corrveet, there may be some reason
for it.

Mr. Graham: That was subszequently horne
out by legal opinion when the Royal Com-
missioner could not take into consideration
statements made in Parliament,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T cannof vwnder-
stand the hon. member making a statement
such as he did before the Royal Commis-
sioner. T quete again from the report of
the Royal Commission, for T think this is
important and merits attention—

Pride of place must, I consider, be given
to the case of the two Byfields. These were
among the first cnses mentioned to me and
they have reccived frequent comment since.
Mr. Byfield is the Assistant Under Treas-
uver is oecupying a responsible position and,
Housing Commission, and the allocation of
homes in this ¢ase was not to the credit of
the gentlemen concerned. The Commissioner
goes on to state—

In both of the above cases T have formed a
definite conclusion that in the granting of a
priority to Noel Byfield and in the alloeation
of a tenancy house to his brother, tho membera
of the Commission have been greatly influenced
by their friendship and close association with
the Assistant Under Treasurer,

That is a regrettable finding by the Royal
Commissioner. The Assistant Under Treas-
urer is acenpying a responsible position and,
instead of proteecting the Commission, he
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did something which, in the opinion of the
Royal Commissioner, was distinctly not
right. If such people do not play the game,
how ean we expect the thousands of people
elamouring for homes to do so¥

I come now to the recommendations of
the Commissioner, and I ask the Govern-
ment what it intends to do about them?
The recommendations are—

1. Members of the State Housing Com-
mission not to enter into any contracts with
the Commiasion,

2. Appointment of a full-time chairman;
or, re-organisation of chief executive position
and appeintment to that position of one with
wide administrative experience.

3. AIl senior officers to be permanent public

servants,
Those are three of the recommendafions.
Another recommendation was that there
should be publication in the Press of
monthly statements of permits granted znd
tenaney houses allocated. Three public ser-
vants form the principal part of what is
known as the personnel of the Housing Com-
mission. In 1946, in anotber place, I
adopted exactly the same stand as I am tak-
ing today. The Housing Commission was
originally known as the Workers’ Homes
Board, and the job ig such a big one and the
matter so important from the point of view
of the happiness of the people, that it de-
serves a full-time chief.

I do not know Mr. Reid very well, but 1
have the greatest respeet and admiration for
his ability, and I realise how difficult the
position must be for the Premier, who is
in close contaet with sueh a highly-placed
eivil servant. Mr. Reid and Mr. Clare are
very able men. Mr. Harler is employed in
the Wyndham Meat Works, although I do
not know him. But the Government, having
appointed a Royal Commission, should pay
some attention to its recommendations. I,
like other members, am in frequent tomch
with the staff of the Housing Commission,
and, in my opinion, as a staff, they are carry-
ing out their Quties excellently. It is a
diffienlt job, and warrants either a full-time
commissioner or a board of three. I do not
know whether the appointment of a returned
soldier and a woman to the State Housing
Commission has shown any results or not,
but I consider that a man with organising
ability, who 1s familier with all branches
of the building trade, should be appointed as
commissioner t¢ do the job.

[32]
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This week I spoke to one of my electors
from the Geraldton district. He had written
to the State Housing Commission on the 29th
June and did pot receive s reply until the
18tk August. No reply at all! This man
bas a number of contracts for houses in
Geraidton and, on inguiring at the State
Housing Commission office, I was advised
that & reply wus being forwarded. That
supports my argument that this job should
be taken over and re-organised. It is a
full-time job for one or more persons.

I was glad to read in this morning’s paper
that the Government has decided to do some-
thing for the poor unfortunate people who
are placed in orpbanages conducted by the
various churches, I am reminded of the
remarks hy Mr. Roy Peterkin, a man who
formerly held a very good position in the
Edueation Department but resigned in
order to take over the management of one
He adopted that course

hecause of his love of children, On his

j return from the Eastern States recently

he made an appeal to the Government to
extend more assistance to these imstitu-
tions, and from this morning’s issue of
“‘The West Australian’’ we learn that the
Government has taken action in the matter.
In 1939 the member for South Fremantle
gave utterance to much the same sentiment
when he appealed to the Labour Govern-
ment, of which, of course, he was a sup-
porter, to do a bit more for these unfortu-
nate children.

From time to time we have heard of
the misery and unhappiness caused by some
people who advocated that ofhers should
be settled on land that was possibly not
all it might have been. Some of it was
too far away from the nearest railway and
without water supplies. So it is that with
very great hesitation one advocates the
opening up of new areas. The Government
of today has shown that it is willing and
able to open up parts of the State not now
developed. Those so far referred to have

been mostly in the Great Southern.

I desire to draw the attention of the
Government, as I already have with regard
to Ministers individually, to an area in the
north. The locality I refer to is not in the
Geraldton electorate, and I have spoken to
the member for Greencugh who raises no
objection to my referring to it. The coun-
iry I have in mind is north of the Balia-Dart-
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wwyur urea. The land there has been classi-
fied and I think would provide a living
for a considerable number of men if water
and road transport facilities were made
available.  The classification was under-
taken by Dr. Teakle who in his report,
which the Minister has made available to
me, stated that the total area subdivided
was 378,000 acres, of which 205,000 were
classified as first-class, 125,000 as second-
class, and 48,000 as third-class.

I am keeping in toueh with the (Govern-
ment regarding the matter, and I hope I
shall be able to prevail upon Ministers to
investigate the proposition with a view to
providing facilities that must be made
available to settlers who are established
there, and alse to induce further settle-
ment. That is necessary if they are to do
any good. From memory, I think there are
13 settlers in the Balla-Dartmoor ares,

which is 30 miles from an existing railway. -

The men went there just before the 1914
drought and, without the benefit of assist-
ance from the Agrieultural Bank or from
other sources, have made good. All the
original settlers are there today and sll are
comfortably off. Despite the drought years
and the period of poor prices, they are
still on their blecks and there is not one
deserted or vacant holding in the distriet.
In view of what has been accomplished

there, I am entitled to ask the Government .

to deo something regarding the area just
jmmediately north of the distriet.

On motion by Mr. May, debate

adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.5 p.m.

Tegislative Comeil.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

QUESTION.

PUBLIC WORKS.
As to Undertakings in Goldfields Area.

Hon, H. K. WATSON (for Hon. J. M. A.
Cunningham) asked the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) How many P.W.D. jobs have been
approved by this Government in the iast 18
menths for the goldfields area?

(2) How many of these jobs have been
completed ¢

(3) In view of the private construction
going on and not suffering from restriction
of supplies, what reason has been advanced
for the non-completion of the remainder?

{4) What investigation is being made or
action taken to remove the cause for the
reluctance of contractors to tender in this
arex?

(5) What was the cost of the trench dug
by the department for the laying of pipes
to the Kalgoorlie Abattoirs?

(6) What is the total amount involved in
P.W.D. projects (approved) in this gold-
fields area?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) During the last 12 months the works
set out hereunder have heen approved in
the Eastern Goldfields area. —

{#) Works in hand over £300
(b} Works in hand under £300
(e) Works which have been
approved, and for which tenders
have not yet been invited or for
which reasonable tenders have
not been received .. Lo 11

] e

(2) (a) Over £300 .. .. 9
(b) Under £300 .. .. 42

(3) Shortage of materials and labour is
the reason given by contraetors for delay in
completion of works.

{4) Inquiries have been made, and these
indicate that the reluctance of contractors
to tender for Government work in this area
is due to the amount of private work avail-



